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KHRW- Kurdistan Human Rights Watch is carefully monitoring the situation and developments 

of COVID-19 crisis in Kurdistan region, as part of this program we are monitoring KRG decisions 

and procedures as response to the epidemic for the purpose of evaluation the suitability of 

these actions and how to make them more protective according to WHO recommendations 

that have limited impact and restrictions on human rights and fundamental freedom of citizens.    

 Since the first appearance and spread of Corona Virus (COVID-19) in China and some other 

Countries in Europe, KRG-Kurdistan Regional Government stood up to some regulations for self-

protection and Resist the spread of Corona virus, many of these actions were quick and on time 

such as Immediately closing schools and education facilities, KRG was the first Government in 

the world to do such response and this was a strong protective step which reflected (WHO) 

recommendations. 

Another positive decision of KRG was forbidding gatherings to reduce spreading and infection 

of the virus and by that closing (all Malls, Cafés and Restaurants, Government Departments, 

restricting borders & increasing check points and so many other measures which reduced the 

spread of Corona Virus at a high level. 

Many other logistic actions were taken for responding to any suspected cases such as, 

preparing tens quarantine facilities, Providing mobile teams for testing purposes, Continuously 

announcing medical instructions, Curfew between Cities….. Etc.  

Which all are considered strong protective response and enabled KRI to resist the spread of 

Corona Virus in a wide range comparing with other Countries in the region.  

But, beside these strong measures taken by KRG we think that some decisions made were 

ought to be better and had to make more consultations before issuing them. 

The followings are 3 main decision/ actions that been taken by KRG that we believe they 

needed more consultation before they were issued:    

 

 



  

1- Decision Number 73 T/ issued in 30 of March by general health Directorate of Erbil 

(copy attached). 

In this decision, the general director of health asks citizens to visit six health centers at 

the same day (1st of April), and only in 3 hours (9am-12pm) for these people who came 

back to KRI within the last 45 days (even foreigners), this means that people who came 

back after (15th of February) until this decision made (30 of March) have to gather in 

these 6 health centers! 

This made a huge crowd as in the photos below. In fact, many foreigners didn’t even 

come out of their cars saying that they have protected themselves for the last 30 days 

and now they won’t risk and get into that crowd, but unfortunately many of citizens 

committed to the instructions and made the test, not far from reality maybe they got 

infected by Corona Virus at that place. While this could have been avoided through 

mobile testing teams.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

2- Decision Number 5876/ issued in (3rd of April) by MOI. (copy attached). 

- In this decision, the minister of interior-KRG mentions curfew as a punishment or 

revenge against citizens that were not committed to the first decision! As comes at the 

statement “because people did not abide with the curfew we made it more restricted”, 

but majority of people abide with the curfew why should they get punished, we believe 

that MOI haven’t had to mention this as a general punishment. 

- At paragraph 6 of the decision it states “all the bakeries, super markets, and facilities of 

serving people will be closed”, this decision was made at night to be applied the next day 

at 12.00 pm, and this of course made a high panic and crowd to bakeries and 

supermarkets because it will be closed. And it won’t be open for +48 hours! And maybe 

more! 

Let’s see what was the impact of this decision…., you have 3 hours (9:00 am-12:00pm) all 

people need to go out to supermarkets and bakeries to have their necessary food needs. What 

is expected? Wouldn’t you expect millions of people going out to supermarkets and bakeries 

and easily getting infected?! This was exactly the opposite of (WHO) recommendations, so 

whom ever got infected by Corona Virus after that date means it’s outcome of this decision’s 

fault and many activists wrote that this was the worst decision made by KRG and independent 

body should investigate how this decision was made. 

 

 

3- At the press conference (4th of April) minister of interior stated that “None of Charity 

foundations, NGO’s…. etc. can’t distribute assistance  for vulnerable people, instead of that you 

should send your donations to KRG bank account at Minara bank & RT bank and we will 

distribute the assistance fairly” he also added that “an activist published photos while 

distributing assistance for a poor family, by this he is humiliating the dignity of our poor 

families!” 



  

Well, in our opinion this was against human rights and freedom of association in KRI, even that 

“activist” that he mentioned in his press conference, he is not representing any NGO or charity 

at all, in fact he’s a parliament member on the same political party of minister of interior. The 

political party should’ve took internal action against him, or according to law he should get to 

the court for publishing photo of a family without their approval…but this doesn’t mean to stop 

all charities and NGOs activities. 

After all we believe NGOs and Charities are very important part of the community especially at 

the times of crisis because people have the right to associate and help other vulnerable people 

to lift the suffer from hunger besides addressing the social injustice which Governments are 

making! 

Stopping NGOs and charities works is human rights violation; First: this is against human rights 

ICCPR, article 22 of 1966 which emphasizes the right of freedom of association. Second: it 

violates right of obtaining food, poor people should have access to food, we can understand the 

bad financial situation of KRG and problems with federal government about budget, fall down 

of oil prices…etc, and it is not expected from government to have the capacity to reach or help 

all vulnerable people in this crisis …… but by making this decision KRG doesn’t even allow others 

people/ charities/ NGOs to help these vulnerable people, and this is a clear violation of human 

rights access to food. 

In KRI, we have more than 4000 registered NGOs, many of them have great financial and 

human recourses, they can be a great support to government efforts to respond to COVID-19 

crisis, we believe civil society are a positive energy in the communities, government must not 

convert them to a negative energy and stop their work. They can be part of crisis cell, they can 

provide advice, experts, human resources, financial resources, relief assistance…etc. 

Recommendations: 

1. Before issuing these decisions, more consultation is needed with different parties, UN 

agencies, NGOs, and specialized experts.  

2. Commitment to the recommendation of WHO especially protection measures 

considering KRG does not have capacity to deal with big number of infected people. 



  

Therefore, it is not preferred to issue this kind of decisions that make panic and 

gatherings of people. 

3. Restrictions on human rights and freedom must be according to the law, by using the 

means that have minimum restrictions to citizens’ human rights and freedom, for a 

specific duration and area, only to achieve the goal of protection in necessary situations 

to protect public health.  

4. Taking advantage of civil society and NGOs as active part of community and share 

solidarity responsibility with all active parts of the community, NGO representative 

should be in crisis cells and committees at all levels.   

5. Lift all bans on NGO works, and facilitate their movement especially humanitarian 

assistance missions. 
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